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INTRODUCTION

that “scats in ancient Saxon is that which we by a
borowed terme call tresure, whereof is derived Scac-
carium signifying a court dealing with the kinges trea--
sure or revenues, and also escaetor, that is an officer
which imploieth the kinges profit.”” These notes seem
to proceed from a man who himself is “seen in the
tongues,” and whence he got his scazs, if by “ancient
Saxon” he meant a language once spoken in England,
might, we take it, be a curious inquiry®.

So much for our earliest editions of the text. The
consideration of the later, together with certain ‘“ad-
ditional matter” which is incorporated in them, is
reserved for an appendix. A second appendix presents
the passages in Harrison of which Smith seems to have
availed himself in his revision of his first manuscript ;
and the more important variant readings of the text
which are furnished by the MSS. at Trinity College,
Cambridge, and at the British Museum are given in a
third. )

! For sceatt see Chadwick, Anglo-Saxon Institutions, p. 7.
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ANGLORUM LIB. 1.

Knightes, Esquires, and simplely gentlemen. The
thirde and last sort of persons is named the yeomanrie :
each of these hath his part and administration in
judgementes, corrections of defaultes, in election of
offices, in appointing and collection of tributes and
subsidies, or in making lawes, as shall appear heere-
after.
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ANGLORUM LIB. 3.

pointes wherein the one differeth from the other, to
see who hath taken the righter, truer, and more
commodious way to governe the people aswell in
warre as in peace. This will be no illiberall occu-
pation for him that is a Philosopher and hath a
delight in disputing, nor unprofitable for him
who hath to doe and hath good will to
serve the Prince and the common
wealth in giving counsell for
the better administration
thereof.

Thomas Smyth.

Finis.
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